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of the exchange of goods between the regions in question. The Federal
Council has been led to make the preceding observations by the perusal
of the draft Convention concerning the future constitution of the zones
which was annexed to the note of April 26 from the French Govern-
ment. While making the above reservations the Federal Council
declares its readiness to examine in the most friendly spirit any pro-
posals which the French Government may deem it convenient to" make
on the subject.
(6) It is conceded that the stipulations of the Treaties of 1815 and
other supplementary acts relative to the free zones will remain in force
until a new arrangement is come to between France and Switzerland
to regulate matters in this territory.
II
The French Government have addressed to the Swiss Government,
on May IS, 1919, the following note in reply to the communication set
out in the preceding paragraph :
In a note dated May 5 the Swiss Legation in Paris was good enough
to inform the Government of the French Republic that the Federal
Government adhered to the proposed Article to be inserted in the
Treaty of Peace between the Allied and Associated Governments and
Germany.
The French Government have taken note with much pleasure of the
agreement ,thus reached, and, at their request, the proposed Article,
which had been accepted by the Allied and Associated Governments,
has been inserted under No. 435 in the Peace conditions presented to
the German Plenipotentiaries.
The Swiss Government, in their note of May 5 on this subject, have
expressed various views and reservations.
Concerning the observations relating to the free zones of Haute-
Savoie and the Gex district, the French Government have the honour
to observe that the provisions of the last paragraph of Article 485 are
so clear that their purport cannot be misapprehended, especially
where it implies that no other Power but France and Switzerland will
in future be interested in that question.
The French Government, on their part, are anxious to protect the
interests of the French territories concerned, and, with that object*
having their special situation in view, they bear in mind the desirability
of assuring them a suitable customs regime and determining, in a manner
better suited to present conditions, the methods of exchanges between
these territories and the adjacent Swiss territories, while taking into
account the reciprocal interest of both regions.
It is understood that this must in no way prejudice the light of
France to adjust her customs line in this region in conformity with ber
political frontier, as is done on the other portions of her territorial
boundaries, and as was done by Switzerland long ago on her own
boundaries in this region.
The French Government are pleased to note on this subject in what
a friendly disposition the Swiss Government take this opportunity of